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to explain, but he evidently considered that it would be quite
in accord with their usual underground and mysterious methods
of procedure. Thirty years ago he himself, with the owner of
the cave and one other, had taken up a barrel of wine and had
a drinking bout at its entrance, a scene which some old painter
of the Dutch school would surely have found congenial: he had
then penetrated some twenty or thirty yards into the interior;
it was at first, he said, narrow, then became wider, but since that
time no one had entered it. .
S. was naturally fired with a desire to explore this hidden
cavern; Mr. Gillam responded to the call for an assistant,
and they set out for the place, accompanied by our informant.
There proved to be some difficulty in discovering it, even with
his assistance, owing to the dense vegetation which had arisen
since it was last visited. Mr. Gillam's thoughts not unnaturally
turned to snakes, and the information given in reply to a question
on the subject lacked something in reassurance: there were
a great many about, it was said, and of a dangerous kind, but
they only struck when trodden upon, and as it was now getting
late in the day it might be hoped that they had retired to their
lairs. " When the cave was at length found, bushes and under-
growth had to be cut down in order to effect an entrance, and a
cloud of bats flew out of the darkness within. The walls were
examined by the light of a ship's signalling lantern, and the
statement that they had been artificially made was proved to be
true. The party proceeded for ten or twelve yards, but then
found that the way had been blocked by a comparatively
recent fall of debris, and the enterprise had therefore ,to be
abandoned. We commend it to fellow-voyagers and anthro-
pologists.
We sailed the next morning at daybreak and our navi-
gator, instead of taking the eastern road, by which we had come
in, and going round the island, decided to attempt as a short
cut the much narrower exit on the west, which lay between
the precipitous cliffs that separated the cape proper from the
mainland. By the soundings recorded on the chart there was
everywhere sufficiency of water for our draug&t, but, while
approaching the coast to take a direct cotprse through the gorge,
we were suddenly aware that the stern of the vessel had taken
the ground. There was a moment of anxiety as to whether

